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If we are moving toward God, he moves closer to us.
As we align our priorities, desires, thoughts, and behaviors with
his Word, we will find that we are walking with him.
We need to draw near to him, and he will draw near to us.

Playing in the world’s sandbox makes our hands dirty.
Our hands become cleansed by removing them from the pursuit
of sin and moral compromise and then seeking God’s forgiveness. 
We are unable to cleanse ourselves. Our cleansing comes only
through the shed blood of Jesus through his work on the cross.

A pure heart is evidenced by openness, clarity, and an
uncompromised desire to please the Lord in everything we think,
say and do. Purity goes beyond just cleaning up our outward
behavior to the internal purification of the heart, mind, and soul.
We are unable to purify our hearts. God is the only one who can
make us pure in heart and mind. It is the shed blood of Jesus that
purifies us, and it is the Holy Spirit that cleanses our lives.

What does it mean to come near to God, and he will come near to
you?

What is the meaning of “wash your hands, you sinners?”

What is the meaning of “purify your heart, you double-minded?”

Conclusion: Coming near to God involves humbling ourselves before
God. We need to yield to his authority and will, commit our lives to
him and his control, and be willing to follow him. We must resist the
devil and not yield to his temptations. We must be willing to lead a
pure life.  We must be willing to express a feeling of deep heartfelt
sorrow and grief for our sins. As we humble ourselves before the
Lord, he will lift us up  for his honor and glory.

Submitting ourselves to God means arranging our lives under the
command of a divine viewpoint rather than living according to our
old way of life-based on a human viewpoint. It is a process of
surrendering our own will to that of our Heavenly Father.
We are unable to submit to God without humility. Obedience
requires us to humble ourselves to surrender to the authority of
another.
Having a humble and submissive heart is a choice we make.

To resist means, "to withstand, strive against, or oppose in some
way."
Resisting the devil must be accompanied by submitting to God. 
A disobedient and unsubmissive follower of Jesus Christ will not
see victory. 
Resistance causes the devil to flee because he knows he cannot
have victory over us if we are prepared to do battle against him. 

SERMON SERIES: Fresh Encounters
SERMON TITLE: “Consecration and Closer to God”
SCRIPTURE: James 4:1-12
INTRODUCTION: In the Bible, consecration means the separation of
oneself from things that are unclean, especially anything that would
contaminate one’s relationship with a perfect and holy God. The act of
consecration involves our lives being a living sacrifice to God. We are
fully and completely separated from the filth of the world. Every day
we are to live out our lives as holy and set apart for God’s glory.

How do we submit ourselves to God?

What does it mean to resist the devil, and what causes the devil to
flee?


